“Who Am I?”








                                            Ps AW Pearson


Who Am I?

This month we have been focusing on Salvation – and what it means for us. Today I want to look at our role in telling the salvation story – or what we would call “witnessing”.
Your Name identifies you, but it doesn’t describe who you are. 

Let’s suppose you are speeding down the road and see the lights of a police car flashing in your mirror. You pull over, and the officer comes to your car and asks for your Driver Licence to determine your name. Your name provides recognition and identification, but it can’t provide insight as to who you are and why you were speeding, it can only identify that you were the one there.
It’s your story that tells others who you are. 

I’ve met people whose stories mimic a Greek tragedy and seem doomed from the start, while others seem to have a fairy tale beginning with a silver spoon sticking out of their mouths. But no matter how your story begins, you are responsible for writing the ending.  It does not matter what has or has not happened to you up to this point in time – your current and future choices will determine your ending. Most people either blame or credit their family trees for the way their stories go. I don’t have far to climb in my own family tree to share both tragedy and triumph. 

Here’s what happens: 
You have a story you are writing with your life choices, one moment at time. God desires for His story to intersect with your story and for your story to be changed so that it aligns with his story for your life. He wants you to realize that you are more than your past and your present circumstances. Between your first day and your final day, there is a much bigger story that you are part of. More importantly, it’s not only about you - Your life can have a significant impact on someone else’s story!

God wants people to discover his story, and God can use you to help others do exactly that. Think of Paul’s words to the curious in Athens (Acts 17:24-27): 
“God who made the world . . . gives all men life and breath and everything else. . . . He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.” 
As God is involved in orchestrating people’s lives — their jobs, their neighbourhoods, their life situations — he desires to use you to tell his story so that others will seek and find him. You are an integral link to the connection God desires to have in others’ lives. 

· So who are you? 
· What is your life? 
That all depends! You can simply collect all that has been tossed into your being. You can be defined by your successes and failures or limited by the unfortunate things that have happened to you - Or - you can be a person who sees your life as being on loan from God, to be used, enjoyed, and lived in such a way that God’s story is being written through your story — and your story is impacting upon the stories of others.
So HOW do we effectively tell our Story of faith in Jesus and all that, that means to us?
I believe there are 3 steps involved.

1. We must know what we want – we must have a clear idea of our outcome in ANY situation.  If we do not know where we are going it makes it very hard to get there.  (1 Peter 3 : 15 (AMP) says, “But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord. Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respectfully.”   
(NB: The Gospel of John is written fulfilment of this in that John gives an account of why he believes in Jesus, and why others should believe in Jesus whether they be Jew or gentile)
2. We must be alert and keep our senses open so that we notice what we are getting. We must have a heightened awareness to the signals that people are sending that let you know how they are responding to the message you are giving.  
3. We must have the flexibility to keep changing what we do until we get what we want. If we have only one option of doing what we do then we will find many situations that are beyond our skill level. The more choices we have in communicating our story will enable us to cope and be better equipped in more situations.
1 Cor  9:22 

KJV  “To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” 

Message  “the defeated, the demoralized--whoever. I didn't take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in Christ--but I entered their world and tried to experience things from their point of view. I've become just about every sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into a God-saved life.”
Amp “To the weak (wanting in discernment) I have become weak (wanting in discernment) that I might win the weak and overscrupulous. I have [in short] become all things to all men, that I might by all means (at all costs and in any and every way) save some [by winning them to faith in Jesus Christ].” 

Illustration: The way that these 3 steps work together is like hiring a row boat to explore a stretch of water. You first decide where you want to go, then you start rowing and notice your direction and as a result of comparing what you are getting with what you want you adjust how you are rowing the boat. This cycle of comparing and adjusting is repeated until you reach your final destination.

Opportunities to present our Faith story ONLY exist if we recognise them as opportunities at the time!

To live the life that God wants for us - involves us knowing the final destination that God has planned for us. Then as we begin the journey of faith we keep comparing what we are getting with the Goal that God has established for us, and as a result of that feedback we continually adjust our lifestyle to match what God wants for us until we reach our final destination.
Illustration: When I finally FULLY surrendered my life to Jesus sitting on a freezer in my Parent’s kitchen on the farm at Valentine Plains in  May1980 (I had accepted Jesus before in March 1976 but struggled in my journey of faith) I said to Jesus – You can have me – but I still want my alcohol. I felt God say that’s okay to me. Over the next 3 months God brought my hard heartedness into full surrender where I Gave him my alcohol as well.

I hear people say – well I don’t know what God wants from me. The problem with this is - that the problem is stated in the negative whereas our God-designed brains are programmed only to run in the positive mode. Let me ex-plain what I mean….
Illustration: I want you to think of a big, red, 7 foot tall, very muscular kangaroo. Are you thinking about that kangaroo? Good.

NOW stop thinking about that big, red, 7 foot tall, very muscular kangaroo. Do not let the idea of a big, red, 7 foot tall, very muscular kangaroo. Come into your mind. I do not want you to let any big, red, 7 foot tall, very muscular kangaroo jumping across the Australian outback come into your mind, or see any big, red, 7 foot tall, very muscular kangaroo lying under any shady outback trees.
Who is your favourite bible Character? What is their name? Why are they your favourite Bible Character?

The only way to get rid of that big, red, 7 foot tall, very muscular kangaroo is to intentionally think of something else positive.

My point is - if we continually tell ourselves that we do not know what God wants for our lives – we will get what we declare. We must change how we talk about the situation and we will no longer be stuck in an operating system malfunction, we can change our circumstances by changing how we talk about things and giving God a chance to get through our blocked-thought patterns.
Once we breakthrough to know our destination we can begin the journey of the Faith Life. The Gospel message is God’s story to us about who we really are and who God really is, and about how we can reconcile what we currently have with what God wants for us.
This is where the Book of Acts serves a unique role in the New Testament and the history of the church...

a. It picks up where the gospels leave off, and serves as the backdrop for the epistles

b. It details the spread of the gospel, and expansion of the Lord’s church

c. It is the only record, inspired or secular, of the first thirty years of the church

2. Included in the historical record of Acts are many examples of conversions 
a. In which we find the apostles and other preachers leading people to Christ

b. In some cases we can read the very sermons used to proclaim the gospel

c. We also have descriptions of what people were told to receive God’s saving grace

3. The value of such examples of conversion cannot be overstated...

a. For today we can hear or see many different “gospels” being proclaimed

b. Even when the gospel facts are faithfully proclaimed, sometimes people respond in a manner not found in the New Testament descriptions
I. THE BACKGROUND OF THE MASS CONVERSION

A. IT WAS THE DAY OF PENTECOST... - Ac 2:1

1. An annual Jewish feast, celebrated 50 days after the presentation of the first fruits

2. One in which Jews would travel from great distances to attend - Ac 2:5

B. THE SPIRIT FELL ON THE APOSTLES... - Ac 2:2-13

1. As promised by John and Jesus - Ac 1:4-5; cf. Lk 24:49

2. Accompanied by audible and visual signs...

a. A sound as of a mighty rushing wind - Ac 2:2

b. Divided tongues as of fire sitting upon each of them - Ac 2:3

3. Enabling the apostles to speak in foreign languages - Ac 2:4-11

a. Every man heard them speak in his own language - Ac 2:6,11

b. That those who spoke were “Galileans” (Ac 2:7) suggests the apostles

1) For the apostles were from Galilee

2) Whereas the 120 disciples were from all over Palestine

4. The reaction of the crowd was mixed - Ac 2:12-13

a. Some were amazed and perplexed

b. Others mocked, accusing the apostles of being drunk

C. PETER EXPLAINED WHAT HAPPENED... - Ac 2:14-21

1. It was too early for them to be drunk - Ac 2:14-15

2. Rather, it was a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy - Ac 2:16-21

a. Found in Joel 2:28-32

b. In which God promised to pour out of His Spirit on all flesh

[So we find a large gathering of religious people initially drawn by the miraculous events which occurred this day in Jerusalem. Having explained the meaning of the events, Peter immediately proceeded with the first recorded gospel sermon...]

II. THE SERMON AND ITS RESPONSE
A. JESUS IS PROCLAIMED...

1. Peter began with the life and miracles of Jesus, with which his audience was well acquainted - Ac 2:22

2. He laid the blame of Jesus’ death at their feet, but said it was in keeping with God’s predetermined plan - Ac 2:23

3. He declared that God raised Jesus from the dead, and provided three lines of evidence - Ac 2:24-35

a. The testimony of David - Ac 2:25-31

1) Who prophesied of the resurrection of God’s Anointed - Psa 16:8-11

2) Who could not have been speaking of himself, but of Jesus

-- Thus, the testimony of Scripture

b. The testimony of the twelve apostles - Ac 2:32

1) Who had to be eyewitnesses to qualify as apostles - cf. Ac 1:21-26

2) With twelve witnesses, the demands of Scripture were overwhelmingly met (“by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.”)

-- Thus, the testimony of Eyewitnesses

c. The testimony of the Spirit’s outpouring - Ac 3:33-35

1) The outpouring of the Spirit on that day, as evidence of:

a) Christ’s exaltation to the right hand of God

b) Christ receiving from the Father the promise of the Spirit

2) And so another prophecy of David was fulfilled - cf. Psa 110:1

-- Thus, the testimony of the day’s (current) events

4. Finally, Peter reached the climax of his sermon - Ac 2:36

a. The Jesus they rejected and crucified, God had made...

1) “Lord” (Ruler of all - cf. Mt 28:18)

2) “Christ” (The Anointed One prophesied in Scripture)

b. This fact they were to “know assuredly” (ginosko asphalos  = to perceive as fact & NOT fail)
1) To understand (to perceive), to accept as fact not by educational means but by an inner knowing / perception)
2) To believe firmly in so as not to fail
B. THE RESPONSE TO PETER’S SERMON...

1. The listeners were convicted - Ac 2:37

a. They were “cut to the heart”

b. They asked “what shall we do?”

2. Peter replied with commands and a promise - Ac 2:38-39

a. The commands to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins

b. The promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit, a promise for “as many as the Lord our God will call”

3. Luke then summarized what followed...

a. Peter continued to offer testimony and exhortation - Ac 2:40

b. Those who “gladly received his word were baptized” - Ac 2:41

c. 3000 souls were “added” (later, we learn it was the Lord who was adding them to His church - cf. Ac 2:47)

[With this response to Peter’s sermon, the church began in Jerusalem (cf. Ac 2:42). It was an amazing day, in which 3000 souls responded to the gospel of Christ. What can be gleaned from this example of conversion?]

III. AN ANALYSIS OF THE MASS CONVERSION

A. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING PETER’S SERMON...

1. Peter’s focus was on the Word, not the signs and wonders
a. His explanation of the miraculous was no more than a quotation from Joel

b. Having explained the miraculous, he directed their attention to Jesus

2. Peter’s theme was the resurrection and exaltation of Jesus

a. His Earthly life and death they already knew

b. It was His resurrection and exaltation to God’s right hand that he seeks to prove

3. Peter’s objective: for them to accept Jesus as their Lord and Messiah (Christ) – that He was the one they (the Jews) were looking for!!!!
B. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE RESPONSE...

1. The reaction of the people is noteworthy: “cut to the heart”

a. This shows the power of God’s word to convict - cf. Ro 1:16

b. While convicted, not all people will respond in the same way, some will respond positively and some quite negatively - cf. Ac 7:54

2. The reply to their question (“what shall we do?”) is also noteworthy

a. Peter commanded them to “repent”, which is the foundational response to “Knowing the truth” and is was what Jesus expected Him to say to all who now believe - cf. Lk 24:46-47

b. Peter commanded them to “be baptized”, which was also in keeping with what Jesus commanded the apostles - cf. Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15-16 the purpose of their baptism was explained: “for the remission of sins” and the marking of a new way of life – no longer following the teacher Moses – but following the teacher Jesus. They were to indenture themselves as apprentices / disciples of the master Jesus.
1. The identical phrase was used by Jesus in Mt 26:28

2. His blood was shed for many “for the remission of sins”

3. In both cases, the preposition “for” means “with a view toward, in order to”

i) Jesus shed His blood in order to provide remission of sins

ii) One is baptized in order to receive remission of sins (for in baptism we are baptized into Christ’s death - cf. Ro 6:3-6)

c. Those who repent and are baptized were promised “the Holy Spirit” as their reward
1. The gift / reward is the Holy Spirit Himself - cf. Ac 5:32

i) Not something the Spirit gives (such as salvation or spiritual gifts)

ii) All who become Christians receive the Holy Spirit - cf. Gal 4:6; 1 Cor 12:13

2. The Spirit is therefore “the promise” referred to in verse 39

i) Who was promised by the Father and received by Christ - Ac 2:33

ii) Who was poured out by Christ on the day of Pentecost - Ac 2:33

iii) Thus poured out, one can now receive the “washing of regeneration and renewal of the Spirit” in baptism, resulting in justification - cf. Ti 3:5-7

3. Those who repented and were baptized were “added” to the church - Ac 2:41,47

a. When one repents and is baptized and takes the Holy Spirit as their reward, the Lord adds him or her to His church. This SALVATION process of Perceiving the truth, Repentance, and Baptism is therefore the “door” to the church 
i) it is not by attendance, or by birthright, as thought by the Jews
ii) It is not by education, or by what you know, as thought by the Gentiles

iii) BUT it is by FAITH in the finished work of Jesus Christ

C. LESSONS FOR US TODAY...

1. When preaching the gospel...

a. Our focus should be on death, burial, resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus Christ - e.g., 1 Co 2:1-2; 15:1-4

b. The evidence we offer as support should be:

1) The testimony of Scripture (the entire Old Testament and if pushed we should add the testimony of the New Testament as well – as it records the eyewitness interactions with Jesus, the Old Testament, and the dealings of the struggles of the New Church body)

2) The testimony of the eyewitnesses (i.e., the apostles)
3) The testimony of current events (what is happening today in the church)
c. Our goal is for people to “Perceive and not fail” in their knowledge of the Lordship of Jesus Christ, acknowledging Him to be the Messiah - God’s Anointed One for the salavation of mankind - and accept this as the basic rule for living life.
2. When people are convicted of sin, and ask “what shall we do?”, we should reply: Ac 2: 38
a. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (though not specifically mentioned in 2:38  is FULLY assumed as a foundational truth in the call to “know assuredly which drew the response from the crowd to ask Peter as to what to do”
b. Repent of your sins - cf. Ac 17:30

c. Be baptized for the remission of sins - cf. Ac 10:48; 22:16
d. Receive / TAKE the Holy Spirit as your reward
1. The Spirit’s role in the life of the Christian is vitally important – as Christianity is the direct result of being born again of the Spirit – NOT being born of the flesh or any kind of Good works – John 3: 1- 21, 1 Co 6:11; Ro 8:13

2. While the role of the Spirit is often misunderstood, we should not hesitate to make mention of Him as the promise & Agent of Salavation and the free gift to everyone who obeys God! - Ac 5:32

CONCLUSION

1. With the first example of conversion, we find Peter faithfully carrying out the commission of his Lord...

a. To preach the gospel - Mk 16:15

b. To preach repentance and remission of sins in His name - Lk 24:47

c. To include baptism along with faith as a proper response to the gospel - Mk 16:16

d. To make disciples by baptising those who Believe on Jesus and repent - Mt 28:19
e. To proclaim the FREE Gift of the Holy Spirit to everyone who believes, repents and is baptised.

What will it take for God to grab your attention in the midst of all that is happening around you? To the Jews and proselytes on the day of Pentecost – it was the gospel being preached in their own language by people who where not native of the area, and other signs and wonders. We must believe for God to continue to be demonstrated through signs, wonders, and miracles – but they are not the focus merely the overflow of a personal relationship with Jesus. They are the tools of your trade in your Apprentices’ toolbox.
Have you responded to the preaching of the Gospel in the same manner as did “The 3000 On Pentecost”?  Remember... “...those who gladly received his word (Believe, Repent, Baptise, Receive) were baptised; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.” (Acts 2:41)
How does your Faith Life reflect who you really are as Christian? How has believing in Jesus changed how you live your daily life?
When you share your faith story with others what are you expecting their response to be? Acceptance Rejection, careful consideration ridicule, or what??? What you believe to receive – you shall not be disappointed.
 I began by saying, “Your Name identifies you, but it doesn’t describe who you are.”

I can say,  Allan Pearson Christian: Disciple of the Master Jesus Christ. But how does my life influence people to Believe in Jesus, To want to repent of their sins, To take the steps of obedience and commit their whole life to a new master teacher by being baptised, and taking up / receiving the FREE gift of the Holy Spirit to help them accomplish all that the Master has for them to do here on Earth.
AM I more than a name – does my Story tell His STORY.

And I can say the same of each of you here today - how does your life influence people to Believe in Jesus, To want to repent of their sins, To take the steps of obedience and commit their whole life to a new master teacher by being baptised, and taking up / receiving the FREE gift of the Holy Spirit to help them accomplish all that the Master has for them to do here on Earth.
ARE You more than a name – does YOUR Story tell His STORY.

Friends, we need spend time and allow the Holy Spirit to come and speak to us in our heart and show us what our response should be. We need to consult God on this, not the voices of tradition, or the voices past or current experiences, WE need to hear God on a daily basis and allow him to continually change us to reflect more of his image each day. Do you Agree?
WHO AM I?  WHO ARE WE?
· I am / WE ARE more than a name

· I am / WE ARE a disciple of the Master Jesus!

· I am / WE ARE like John the Baptist – A VOICE declaring the way to and of God.

Amen let us pray.
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