The Arm of the Flesh, or The Arm of God?






            Ps AW Pearson


The Arm of the Flesh, or The Arm of God?

David writes about something that he knows. For in…  

Psalms 20:6-7 we read…
“Now I know that the Lord rescues his anointed king. He will answer him from his holy heaven and rescue him by his great power. Some nations boast of their chariots and horses, but we boast in the name of the Lord our God.” 

“I know the Lord saves his anointed,” says David. According to the NT, we are God’s anointed. When the Bible speaks of God’s right hand or His outstretched arm, I believe that it is symbolically referring to The Holy Spirit intervening in the affairs of life.  

Church: The Spirit of God (The Holy Spirit) is intervening in your crisis, your situation, or the thing that you’re mixed up in by bringing deliverance and turning things that are confused around.  

Yet God, in a sense, draws a line in the sand. He says there are two kinds of people in this world…

1). Those who trust chariots and horses.


2). Those that remember the name of the Lord.

By this God means that there are those who trust in the Arm of God and there are those who in trust in themselves or human ingenuity.  

When He talks about chariots and horses, we need to understand that in that day that it was written, that was top of the food chain. If your army had chariots and horses you were basically the conquering army in most cases.  People put their trust in an army and a nation that had chariots and horses. So you just need to transfer that into our age and day and to whatever our people put their trust in and find their security in – be that nuclear weapons, space technology, or weapons of mass destruction. 

Church, I am telling you. Better than horses and chariots or banks and governments it is better to have your trust in the Arm of God.

In Luke 8: 25  Jesus asked the disciples, “Where is your faith?”  
I would like to ask you the same question today. Where is your faith? Is it in God?  Is it in His right hand? Is it in His outstretched arm? Is it in the power of his trust?  Or is it in whatever your horses and chariots might translate into? Is your trust in human ability and the arm of the flesh to help or is it in God?  

How do you know if you trust in God?  Isaiah 31:1 says “What sorrow awaits those who look to Egypt for help, trusting their horses, chariots, and charioteers and depending on the strength of human armies instead of looking to the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.” 
Isaiah’s talking about in a time of trouble. He’s talking about one of those type of people that go down to Egypt and look to their horsemen and their horses for help. 
Whenever you are in a time that you need help, where do you go first?

God says they didn’t look to the Lord or seek the Holy One of Israel.  Is God the first reaction you have - or - is He your last resort when every other avenue fails?  

Sometimes we exhaust many avenues….friends, banks, etc. and then we say “Well God, I guess I am going to have to trust you.” I don’t think that honours God.  I believe he wants us to come to him first before anything else.

Psalm 118: 8 – 9 says… “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in people. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes.” 

Even if the man, or the person you are trusting, is a prince of a person. If they have the integrity of a prince, the influence of a prince, the authority of a prince, it is still better to put your trust in the Lord…because people sometimes fail. 

Jeremiah 17: 5, 7 says … “This is what the Lord says: “Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from the Lord.”    “But blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.”
In these verses, it seems as though God has made this line in the sand and these categories of two people, even bolder. I don’t want to be a little burned up shrub planted in a salt flat that doesn’t see good even when good comes. God says that is what happens to the man that puts his trust in arm of man and makes flesh his strength.  
But here is the contrast: 
You have a whole lot of excitement as you plant your favourite apple tree in the wide expanses of a picturesque salt flat. Nothing good happens to the tree as time passes – it simply withers and dies as the salt draws all the life out of the tree. And on the other hand, is an apple tree planted in the rich sandy loam soil by a spring-fed river of fresh water! As time passes - It flourishes and is abundantly fruitful, and it is not afraid even if there is a drought all around it. Jeremiah says… “But blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.”   

It doesn’t matter what’s happening in the society, circumstances, and environment around it because it has the blessings of God. That is the contrast between those that trust the flesh and those that trust the arm of God. The arm of flesh or the arm of God?  We must choose!
There are three basic arenas, if we can boil it down to that, that we deal with as human beings:

1). The First Arena of Spiritual Need.  

Philippians 3: 3 - 4.  “For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are truly circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no confidence in human effort, though I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could. Indeed, if others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more!” 

In other words, Paul had to give up all of these things to receive Christ. Paul was an educated man, he had given his life to follow God, he was a Pharisee of Pharisees, “Concerning the law, I was blameless.” This man has committed his whole life to following God, he kept the law, and he is obedient and moral. But Paul admits it is all rubbish when it comes to a personal relationship with God. He couldn’t trust any of those things.  If Paul wanted to go from a distant religious relationship to an intimate personal relationship with God, then he had to let go of everything he had previously valued and hold tightly onto the new revelation of God. 
The one thing that brings us into a relationship with God, friend, is faith in Christ.  If you’re trusting anything:  your goodness, your denomination, your spiritual heritage, your prayers, whatever it might be, you are in for a rude awakening.

Giving money to a church is a good thing, but you can’t buy your way into heaven.  That will not trigger salvation for you. You can’t buy or work your way in. It is by faith in Christ alone.

Acts 10:1 - 8 “In Caesarea there lived a Roman army officer named Cornelius, who was a captain of the Italian Regiment. He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was everyone in his household. He gave generously to the poor and prayed regularly to God. One afternoon about three o’clock, he had a vision in which he saw an angel of God coming toward him. “Cornelius!” the angel said. Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, sir?” he asked the angel. And the angel replied, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have been received by God as an offering! Now send some men to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. He is staying with Simon, a tanner who lives near the seashore. As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a devout soldier, one of his personal attendants. He told them what had happened and sent them off to Joppa.”
Let’s think about Cornelius. He was a centurion. He had one hundred Roman soldiers under him. He was a man of great authority. But apparently, he had turned his back on the Pagan Gods of Rome and he had come to believe that there was one true and living God and it was the God of the Hebrews. This really was quite a rare thing for a Roman, especially a Roman soldier of that day and age to have faith in the Jewish God. There’s no doubt that he experienced some backlash from his decision to not be involved in the Gods of Roman.  

But it says these things about Cornelius: “He was a devout man”, meaning he was Godly and he was serious about his devotion to God. So we have a Godly man who is earnest in his devotion toward God. The Bible also says “he feared God with his entire household.” He had a genuine reverence for God and apparently he had brought his entire family along with him.  

So his hunger, devotion, and reverence for God had been transmitted to his family.  So this man had his family in order as well.  

The Bible goes on to say Cornelius gave generously to the poor, which is something very important with God in both the Old and New Testament. The Bible also says “Cornelius prayed to God always.” He had a consistent prayer life. In fact, his prayer life was so significant that it brought a memorial before God. Something was built in heaven because of this guy’s prayer life. That is pretty significant. He had heaven’s attention. Cornelius’s prayers got God’s attention.  Not only that, but to top it off, he had an angel of God come visit him.  He has a supernatural experience.  Now think about all that.  Cornelius is earnest in his religious devotion, he has led his family into the fear of God, he has given to the poor, he’s got God’s attention, he’s praying earnestly, he even has an angel come visit him!  But he is not saved.  

The angel said “You must.” “Simon will tell you what you must do.” As Simon relates the story, “The angel sent him to me so that I could tell him words whereby he would be saved.” Cornelius had all of those things, but he was not saved.  

Friend, you can have all of the things that we mentioned. You can be honest, sincere, zealous, or give to the poor, like Mother Theresa, in your sacrifice and devotion, but it will not swing Heaven’s gate open for you. You can even have a supernatural experience. 

But if you trust any of those things to meet the greatest need that man has, that of a rebirth, a salvation, you are in for a rude awakening. Friend, you will spend an eternity away from God when you slip out of this body and step into the World to come. You cannot trust any of those things. 

If you are trusting your zeal, your sincerity, your devotion, your prayer life, or your giving, or the fact that you have had a supernatural experience….if you are trusting any of those things to bring salvation to you - then friend, you are still lost in your sins. I don’t know how to say it any plainer. You are lost you still need a Saviour to rescue you!  

The only way into a relationship with God is by trusting in Christ. Cornelius was sent to Peter to hear words. Men and women are saved by hearing words.

1 Corinthians 1: 21. “Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who believe.”
If you are here today and you have been trusting in anything else, you cannot continue to do so – You must come to the realization that the only thing that brings us into a relationship with God is a personal trust in Jesus Christ.  
Jesus said in John 3: 3, “You must be born again.” 
He said that to a man named Nicodemus who was a ruler of the synagogue, had devoted his life to serving God and God’s people. Nicodemus was a moral man and a religiously devout man and Jesus said, “Nicodemus, you must be born again.” Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God, he cannot trust anything else. In fact, when it comes to anything else, if you’re trusting in any of your good works to somehow get God’s blessings, your faith is misplaced.  

God doesn’t bless you because you’re good - He blesses you because he’s good.  And God honors faith.  

2) The Second Arena of Physical Need.  

We are spirit beings created in the image of God, we have souls but we happen to live in a physical body. That is a reality. And every once in a while, your body lets you know it is alive and well and needs a little bit of attention. We deal with things on a physical level everyday, each and every day of life. What about when it comes to physical needs, our physical health. Are we trusting God’s outstretched arm or are we trusting the arm of the flesh? 

In 2nd Chronicles 14 we find the story of Asa -  King of Judah. This man has an army of 580,000 mighty men. Now that might be worth putting your confidence in…..until you read the next verse where an Army of 1,000,000 men was coming out against them. Asa trusted the outstretched arm of God by realizing that it didn’t matter whether he had an army of thousands or an army of one because the power lies with God. God brought a victory for him because Asa trusted in God’s outstretched arm rather than the arm of flesh. Asa was a good king and he did many good things, however, as we read about his life he backed up spiritually.  

If you do not continually use your faith and cause it to grow and exercise your faith on a regular basis, it will atrophy. Just like an arm that you no longer use. And so is true of trust in God. We find that Asa backed up spiritually. 
In 2nd Chronicles 16 - during Asa’s later life - He was attacked by the king of Israel and how does Asa react?  Instead of seeking and calling upon God, Asa goes into the house of the Lord (where he should have been praying) and begins to strip it of all the silver and gold and all of the treasures that belong to God and he offers them to the king of Syria to help him against the Israelites. The king of Syria agreed, helped to knock off some of the Israelites, and the king of Israel backed off. Now, it looked like Asa had won the war. Hey, the arm of the flesh is just as good as the arm of God! But let’s look at how it turned out.

2 Chronicles 16: 7 - 13. “At that time Hanani the seer came to King Asa and told him, “Because you have put your trust in the king of Aram instead of in the Lord your God, you missed your chance to destroy the army of the king of Aram. Don’t you remember what happened to the Ethiopians and Libyans and their vast army, with all of their chariots and charioteers? At that time you relied on the Lord, and he handed them over to you. The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. What a fool you have been! From now on you will be at war.” Asa became so angry with Hanani for saying this that he threw him into prison and put him in stocks. At that time Asa also began to oppress some of his people. The rest of the events of Asa’s reign, from beginning to end, are recorded in The Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa developed a serious foot disease. Yet even with the severity of his disease, he did not seek the Lord’s help but turned only to his physicians. So he died in the forty-first year of his reign.”
A sad ending for a great king. Asa turned to the physicians instead of turning to God. The medical field is a wonderful thing, but friend, they are limited.  

Trust God first. If you are going to the doctor, trust God on the way to the doctor. If you trust God, you may end up not having to go at all. You read in the Bible that it was only when Adam sinned, that death entered the World. The Bible says in the book of Romans that one man sinned, and through that ONE sin, death entered our World. Sickness is embryonic death. It is the seed - that when fully grown we recognise it as DEATH. Sickness and Death were never a part of God’s original creation plan for us.
Thank God for physicians and all that they are doing, but Asa, didn’t seek the Lord.  We need to go to God first when it comes to our physical bodies – not as a last resort when the all the doctors have failed.

We should look to God first. If you go to the doctor – wonderful; but realize that they too are limited in their power. If you have your faith in medical science alone and don’t have your faith in the Great physician, you might be sorely disappointed when their knowledge runs out or when they can’t help you anymore.  

In fact, look with me at Isaiah 53:2. “My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him.”

The Lord Jesus Christ who grew up before God as a tender plant and notice he’s a “root” out of a “dry ground” - literally a living plant that grew out of a barren and sterile ground.  

The human race is barren as far as spiritual life goes.  Incapable of redeeming ourselves and incapable of producing spiritual life, we have been cut off from the life of God because of sin.  

As a whole, the whole human race stands guilty before God and then suddenly, the Holy Spirit overshadows a young girl named Mary and conceived in her womb by the Holy Spirit is the Son of God. A spiritually-live young man comes up out of the human race…..Jesus, the son of God. What a miracle. Israel expected their messiah to come riding in on a horse with an army behind him. But the Bible says this about Jesus “he has no beauty or majesty about him and when we see him, there is no natural reason why we should desire him. 
The messiah born in a stable? Raised in a lowly carpenter’s home? A carpenter and his wife who didn’t even have enough money to bring the full sacrifice at Passover so they had to bring what the Old Testament called “the poor man’s sacrifice”?  Those who didn’t have enough money to buy a cow could bring the pigeons or the turtle doves. 
Raised in a poor man’s home?  The Messiah?  Never!  That’s what the Bible says.  

“No beauty that we should desire him”?  I hate to burst your bubble because I know that Jesus is amazing in every way, but when he walked this earth, friend, he was just a regular-looking Jewish guy.

Verse 3 of Isaiah.  He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 
 Here’s a question:  How was Jesus a man of sorrows?  How was he acquainted with sickness and disease?  The next verse tells us quite clearly.  
Verse 4 of Isaiah.  Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 

Verse 5.  But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 

In verse 5, there is the redemption for the total man.  In The KJV he was “Wounded for transgressions, bruised for inequities,” there’s forgiveness for sin and salvation for the spirit. “Chastisement for our peace was upon him”.  
Friends, there’s peace for our mind; there’s freedom from the “whirlpool of depression” or the quagmire of despair. The Bible says “by his stripes we are healed.” There’s salvation and healing for your body. There’s salvation and healing for your mind, will, and emotions. Jesus brought a total redemption for total man. 

Now I want you to notice that in KJV Verse 4 of Isaiah, what’s the first word?  Surely.  That word means just what you think it means.  It means “absolutely”.  It is a word of emphasis - that God put there.  In the Hebrew surely - is “Aken” (awkane) which comes from the root word “kun” (koon) meaning to stand perpendicular, to be erect, - to prosper by standing firm in faithfulness.
Absolutely, surely, beyond all doubt he has borne our sicknesses and carried our pains. You know, God could have emphasized another part of redemption. He could have said “surely he was wounded for our transgressions” or “surely he was bruised for our inequities” or “surely the chastisement of our peace was upon him” and that’s all wonderful and it is true, but God in his infinite wisdom chose to emphasize one part of Christ’s redemption and it had to do with the physical healing of our bodies.  Why did he do that?  Because he knows human nature and he knew we would try to leave that part out.  God is saying we will prosper in his faithfulness to carry our griefs (that is: sicknesses, maladies, and anxieties) and our sorrows (That is: anguish and pain)
The one part that God emphasizes is the one part that most people in the body of Christ would like to leave out.  Some might say “Well it’s passed away”, “Jesus healed while he was on the Earth” and “It’s not part of redemption”. But God says “surely he has borne your sicknesses and carried your pains.”

Let’s take a look at Verse 11 of Isaiah.  When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 

Both Verse 4 and 11 contain the Hebrew word “sabal” in verse 4 it is translated as carried and in verse 11 it is translated as bear. Now it doesn’t mean one thing in one verse and a different thing in another verse. How did you bear our pains Jesus?  He did it by substitution. He took our place. The same way that he bore our iniquities.  

Look at Verse 12 of Isaiah. I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels. 
How did Jesus bear our sin? On the cross. By substitution. He took our place. If I know that Jesus has borne my sin, I can also know for a fact that I can stand rock-solid upon this truth that he has borne my sickness, my anxiety, my depression, my grief, my pain - as well.

Why are we attacked physically? Why do we have to continually deal with fighting oppression, mental anxiety, or depression daily if the “chastisement of our peace was upon Him?” Well, why do Christians struggle with sin?  

If Jesus has broken the power of sin, if he has borne our sins, why do Christians still struggle with sin? And for that matter, why do people who have heard the word of God still live in separation from God?  
The key is found in the question that He has asked in Verse 1 of Isaiah 11.  Who has believed our message? To whom has the Lord revealed his powerful arm? 

Friend, the arm of the Lord is revealed to the one who believes the report about Jesus. To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? To whom does the Holy Spirit do things supernaturally for?  It is for the ones who believe the report.

Do I have all the answers? No! There are many questions that I want to ask God.  But you know what? I  choose to believe the report. Someone might say, “Ah, you are just getting people’s hopes up.” Well, then, I plead guilty! You better believe I am because faith is the substance of things hoped for and if I can’t get your hopes up, then what kind of preacher am I?
Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. If you don’t preach the full Gospel then you won’t get results. I say we should trust his arm. We should believe the reports of GOOD THINGS done in His Name.
We should not allow our experiences determine the truthfulness of the goodness of God, or his ability to carry our sins and sicknesses and struggles.
3.) The Third Arena of Material needs.

1 Timothy 6: 7. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
Matthew 6: 19 - 25 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. “Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is good, your whole body is filled with light. But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness is! “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing? 

I would say the main way that our trust in God, as our provider and as our source, is demonstrated through giving. Many people, through their neglect of giving or through the refusal of giving into God’s work and to his kingdom, are merely demonstrating their lack of trust and faith in Him.  

In fact, I Believe that there are many Christians who have more faith in their financial advisor than they do in the financial advice given by God Almighty.  
If I say that I am a Christian who invests and take the word of a man  - but cannot be persuaded to invest and take the Word of God as truthful counsel and bring the whole tithe and offerings into the house of God, then I am trusting more in the arm of the flesh than I am the arm of Almighty God.  

God says if I will bring in the tithes and offerings he will open the windows of heaven and poor out such a blessing that I won’t have enough room to receive it! He promises me a good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running out all over blessing - if I will put Him first and His house first.  

But if I don’t do it, and I invest in something that a man says, then I trust men more than I trust God and I am not in a good place spiritually. I believe that is the main avenue that our trust in God is reflected when it comes to this area. 
I also believe that when we do it God way, then God will also look after us just as he did for Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
In Genesis 14: 18 - 24.  & 15:1 we read… 
And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and a priest of God Most High, brought Abram some bread and wine. Melchizedek blessed Abram with this blessing: “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who has defeated your enemies for you.” Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the goods he had recovered. The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give back my people who were captured. But you may keep for yourself all the goods you have recovered.” Abram replied to the king of Sodom, “I solemnly swear to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, that I will not take so much as a single thread or sandal thong from what belongs to you. Otherwise you might say, ‘I am the one who made Abram rich.’ I will accept only what my young warriors have already eaten, and I request that you give a fair share of the goods to my allies—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.” 

Some time later, the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.” 

It’s the story of when Abraham first brought the tithe to God. Abram took of the increase that God had given him and gave the tithe to the man of God. As a result, God says to Abraham (KJV), “I am your shield and your exceedingly great reward.” And it directly related to Abraham putting God first through his giving. 
Every one of us needs a shield in this life. Banks fail, businesses fail, companies lay off, nations fail, etc.  

We should trust God FIRST in all things - for our bodies, spiritual needs, families, and getting our nations together.  
Church - Why not believe God for the impossible? God will do GREAT THINGS by his Holy Spirit if we will trust him, and put him first in every arena of our life.
Whether that be in…

· The First Arena of Spiritual Need.  or in
· The Second Arena of Physical Need.  or in
· The Third Arena of Material Need.

We have a choice to make. We can either choose…

1. The arm of the Flesh, or

2. The arm of God.

We must choose one, as we cannot choose both because they are opposing forces. As a preacher of the Gospel I urge you to choose the ARM of GOD, as his results are eternal and they also have benefits right now.
God is able to…

1. Save us from our sin – the need to be the boss/God of our own life
2. Heal us from the seeds of death – sickness, sorrows, and despair.
3. Cause us to prosper - both now and in eternity. Let us invest according to kingdom financial advice as outlined in the Bible.
Let us pray.
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