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Joseph – Coat of Many Colours
Subtitle: WHO AM I? - The 5 Coats of Joseph

Text: 
Genesis 37: 1 – 4  (Amplified)
1 SO JACOB dwelt in the land in which his father had been a stranger and sojourner, in the land of Canaan. 2 This is the history of the descendants of Jacob and this is Jacob’s line. Joseph, when he was seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s [secondary] wives; and Joseph brought to his father a bad report of them. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children because he was the son of his old age, and he made him a [distinctive] long tunic with sleeves. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved [Joseph] more than all of his brothers, they hated him and could not say, Peace [in friendly greeting] to him or speak peaceably to him. 

There are a number of striking similarities between the stories of Joseph and that of Jesus in the New Testament, including …

· 12 brothers / 12 disciples, 
· betrayal for a bag of money by a close associate named Judah/Judas,
·  a time of darkness or rebirth into a new and glorious life (Well- Prison - Palace / Crucifixion – Borrowed Tomb – Right-hand Throne of God), and 
· the forgiveness of sins by Joseph / Jesus. 
For this reason, Christian typology views the biblical account of Joseph's life as a foreshadowing of Jesus' Death, Resurrection, Ascension, and the Second Coming of Jesus (the Prophetic Sign of my Body - The Last Supper / Joseph’s Bones).

Especially Christian typology views - Joseph's forgiveness of his brethren foreshadows the remission of sins accomplished by Jesus on the cross. 
As rich as this vein of truth may be, today I want to talk about The Age Old Question – WHO AM I?  Using the Life of Joseph as an example of the journey each of have to undertake to discover the answer!

Intro:

“Coat of Many Colours that my Father Gave to Me”
YouTube:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1zJzr-kWsI     + http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qo3oRuBYE6A&feature=related
The Hebrew original of Kethoneth passim may be translated in a wealth of ways, one of which is “coat of many colours”. Another way is "long coat with stripes."
 Whether it is a multi coloured coat or a long coat with sleeves – it still doesn’t diminish the fact that…
This coat given by Jacob to Joseph was a very special & extremely significant gift – 

· As it signified who was going to be the NEXT Head of the Family – The First-Born – the one who received the double portion of the father’s inheritance – the one who would be responsible for the whole family – sons, daughters, wives children, land, etc.
· Joseph Wasn’t Jacob’s FIRSTBORN SON – but he was the Firstborn Son of his Beloved Wife – Rachel (not her sister Leah).
· AS A DIRECT RESULT – it caused Suspicion, Hatred & Jealousy between the brothers.
· How we respond to circumstances in Life determines - Who we are! We can be Overcomers or we can reveal ourselves to be bitter whiners saying – IT ISN’T FAIR!

Coat 1:  
Gen 37: 5-11: 

Coat of a Dreamer / Visionary
Joseph Dreamed a Dream (age 17) A Dream of Leadership over the entire Family (proven later to be God speaking to Joseph)  The dream spoke of Provision – Grain   &  Great Authority that causes National Leaders to bow down. This dream was a picture of the purpose and destiny that God planned for Joseph – it was now up to him via the choices he made in life - to the circumstances he would face in life - as to whether he would fulfil his God-Given Purpose in life!
· Friends - It is one thing to dream a BIG dream, it is quite another to see it come to pass!

· It takes a BIG PERSON to remain Humble and not get PROUD at the accolades being laid upon you – first by a Human Father – then by your Heavenly Father. It takes a bigger person to rejoice in the success of someone else – especially when you have been faithfully serving for a longer period of time.
· God Gives Joseph a Dream that will sustain him through the journey to fulfillment  - if - he does not allow himself to be distracted through the process.

· God method of promotion for success has always been – DOWN (through Servanthood) – which speaks of HUMILITY!
· We will never enjoy the SUCCESS of our Visions & Dreams if we allow that success to NAME US – we must KNOW who we truly are - if - we are to have an eternal POSITIVE impact and that includes all environmental situations we find ourselves in – Home, Field, Slave House, Prison, or Palace – you are still YOU - NO MATTER what location you find yourself in.
· Joseph shows respect for earthly authority – Even when his father Jacob sends him to go and report on his brothers’ welfare – he does so willingly – even though he knows full well that they HATE him intensely.  
· Often we serve others NOT because they like or respect what we do – but we do it because we respect the one who asked to go and serve.  NB: Like a cornered wild animal desperate to escape – those we serve often despitefully use us or do things to hurt us. HOW WE RESPOND to false accusation and hurtful events will determine the size and effectiveness of our leadership influence!
Joseph’s brothers REJOICED GREATLY (NOT!) at his dream/s. They plotted to kill him – however Reuben (means: “Behold a Nation” or “Look a son” - The True Firstborn) – rescues him from Death only to find that Judah (means: “Active Praise by extending the hands”) sells him into Slavery for 20 pieces of Silver (the typology here is fantastic – Judah / Judas – Joseph/Jesus  /// Law vs Grace  - speaks of the Two future covenants - Mosaic vs Jesus (New Covenant) and then covered up their actions by the shedding of innocent blood to cover their sin, and then deceiving their Father about what really happened.
Friends – you can be a saint here on Sunday with hands extended in worship – But in your heart you can be consumed with anger, hatred and jealousy and you can SELL OUT a brother by your deliberate actions of vengeance. You can do this through many ways like – Gossip, Disrespect, Unwillingness to accept God’s hand of favour upon someone else, Undermining a person’s authority & position, or just straight out Lies and falsehood. BUT remember - innocent people are always hurt in the process of covering up your actions – BUT remember - God sees all! (El-ROI: The God who Sees – the name of God revealed to Hagar when she fled from Sarah)
Coat 2:
Gen 39: 1-23  

Coat of a Slave
Joseph, now sold into slavery by his brothers, is taken to Egypt by Midianite traders where he is on-sold to Potiphar as a household slave. BUT God’s Hand of blessing is upon Joseph so Potiphar makes him the head of his household. 
What was it about Joseph – that God could Bless?
I Believe it was the fact that JOSEPH served Potiphar as though he was his serving his God. Joseph once again showed respect for those in authority over him.
The Test of Integrity!

As a faithful and fruitful servant to Potiphar - Joseph comes to the attention of Mrs Potiphar who desires him. Eventually Joseph’s resistance to Mrs Potiphar's unwelcomed attention - angered her greatly – so in spite she falsely accuses him of attempting to rape her.
Could Joseph still Trust GOD to fulfill his destiny – even if his circumstances in life were seemingly going in the wrong direction?

How do you FEEL when you have done everything Right – YET you are still end up in PRISON?
INTEGRITY is not doing the right thing when someone is watching – Integrity is doing the right thing because it is the right thing – even if it is NOT the EASY or convenient course of action!!

INTEGRITY Costs! But a lack of Integrity costs even more in the long run!!! 

SO -  Potiphar comes to his wife’s rescue and has Joseph cast into prison – to rot there for the rest of his days. Earthly InJustice!
BUT JOSEPH – has once again passed the test – So God promotes Joseph Down – Into the Prison – the fiery furnace of preparing one’s character for a long and effective ministry is often forged in the depths of a dark prison.

Coat 3:
Gen 39:19 – 40:36: 
Coat of a Prisoner
Joseph once again shows respect for those in authority over him, and soon God’s Hand of blessing is upon Joseph so much so that - the Prison Supervisor promotes Joseph to oversee all the other prisoners.
Though Joseph was behind bars – His Vision and Hope was still on the Dream that God gave him. He didn’t understand how God could bring it about – but that was god’s Job not His. Joseph knew he had to keep his attitude right – no matter what circumstance he found himself in.
If the call of God is on your life – your call will be seen clearly by those around you – even by those who do not like you!!!

Friends – I have learnt that you do not wait to be placed in a leadership position to exercise your gift – but exercise your gift faithfully and a position of influence will be made open for you.

If you faithfully use what God has given to you to use – then God will give you more to use.  We see now God adds to Joseph not only the ability to dream dreams and believe them – But the Ability to interpret the meaning of the dreams of others.

Joseph correctly interprets the dreams of the Butler and the Baker – both trusted advisers of Pharaoh himself.

Have you ever found yourself asking someone to remember the favour you did for them only for them to say YES they would, but they immediately FORGET ALL ABOUT YOU?

Coat 4:
Gen 41: 1- 57 (esp 39-45):  Coat of a Prime Minister (age 30)
For 2 WHOLE YEARS – Joseph is forgotten – but he continues to serve faithfully and fruitfully in the place that God has ordained him to be.

Others may not know who Joseph was - BUT Joseph Knew who he was – He was Called of God to be the head of his Father’s household – He was to provide Grain and Leadership to his Parents and to His Brothers, and to their offspring.

BUT the revelation of the Gifting and Calling upon Joseph came – in the twinkling of an eye – in a moment - Joseph is hastily taken out of Prison attire to Attire fit for an audience with the Pharoah.

And Joseph serves Pharoah like he always serves everyone else in his life – with respect, with dignity, with honour, and without any bitterness or malice.

BUT GOD brings Joseph to a place of prominence after 13 years in Best Leadership College God could ever send him to – Slavery and Prison. It is here where he faithfully serves others that he eventually comes to the notice of Pharaoh through his ability to interpret the dreams of other prisoners.  
How you conduct yourself with SMALL THINGS will determine how you handle the day of PROMOTION to BIG THINGS!

For 13 years Joseph served Others Faithfully – Now as the 2IC of All Egypt – he gets to exercise authority over everyone - whether they treated him well or treated him badly. He has the power to exact revenge for all the wrongdoing done to him – But will he Serve with Dignity or will he serve with corrupt motives?
Can you imagine how Mrs Potiphar would have taken the news of Joseph’s Promotion to Prime Minister over All Egypt.

What about Potiphar, what about the Chief Butler? 

Never allow your circumstances to dictate who you are – but always allow the Destiny and Call of God shape you, to motivate you, to sustain you; to give you the get up and get going when you don’t feel like getting up and going.

Coat 5:
Gen 50: 15 – 26 (esp 25):
Coat of a Prophet (age 110) – LEGACY!
The Answer to Age Old Question of WHO AM I?  is …

AM I GOD?  NO!!!

I may have Power – I may be a PRIME MINISTER – But God is the JUDGE of all our actions!!!  He shall reward according to MOTIVATION of our heart, for HE Alone knows the True Story.
· Joseph learnt in 13 years of severe TESTING – Who He was and Who God was. In 80 years of Public Service – Joseph never abused his position of power or responsibility. He left a legacy of Godliness, Prosperity and Justice to the world. He was a Politician of Honour!
· Others may not know who Joseph was - BUT Joseph Knew who he was – He was Called of God to be the head of his Father’s household – He was to provide Grain and Leadership to his Parents and to His Brothers, and to their offspring.    JOSEPH knew a famine was coming in 7 Years, and sometime after that God was going to bring his Brothers to him seeking GRAIN, and eventually his whole family would come to Him for sustenance including his beloved Father Jacob. For twenty PLUS years – Joseph never gave up the dream of seeing his Dad once again – to finish the Job - that his Father sent him out to do – to report on the welfare of his brothers.

· What Report would he give to DAD? How can you undo the years of injustice done to you by those in the household of Faith – especially the betrayal at the hands of Judah and the other brothers.

· The Bible says – “Vengeance is mine”, says the Lord! Would Joseph trust God to deal with all the injustices done to him?
· The day finally came when the famine was so severe that Household of Faith came looking to the world for sustenance? Who was there inspecting every person who came to buy food – None other but Joseph.  Why – Because Joseph had in his heart a DREAM -  a dream that would not die – a dream that he would be reunited with his family and he was actively looking for the fulfillment of that dream.
· Joseph played out a drama – to prepare his brothers for the revelation of who he had become. It lead to Simeon being held as ransom (Simeon means – To Hear with Understanding & Wisdom), then Judah offers to take Benjamin’s place as security for a broken Father’s heart. The brothers had learnt that though they deceitfully treated Joseph – their actions didn’t turn their Father’s heart and affections towards them – the very thing they planned to get through deception – they never obtained! 
· Now Joseph saw – how Judah and his brothers reacted to the Seizure of Benjamin and he could take it no longer – so he reveals who he really is to them, by saying,  “DO NOT FEAR or BE AFRAID – GOD PLANNED THIS to rescue our family from the famine – so that we as a family might live. Besides all this – How is Dad? 

· CAN YOU IMAGINE – how the brothers felt?  YOU KNOW YOU HAVE DONE WRONG – and the very person you wronged - now stands in front of you as 2IC of the World’s Greatest SUPERPower, and says, “DO NOT BE AFRAID as GOD HIMSELF PLANNED THIS!”
· I do not know which would have been the more intimidating – Having Joseph in front of you – or knowing that you had to go back and tell DAD what you did all those years ago! The knew of the Pain and suffering Jacob experienced – they could have a guess at what Joseph had been through as a slave – but NOW having to own up to being the cause of all that grief – and knowing there was no easy way out of this except by causing more intense pain and suffering through an unwelcome suicide – a coward’s way out of facing the consequences of our own actions.
· Joseph Knew God – But His Brothers never did –  Gen 50: 14-21 (Amplified)
14 After he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brethren and all who had gone up with him. 15 When Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Perhaps now Joseph will hate us and will pay us back for all the evil we did to him. 16 And they sent a messenger to Joseph, saying, Your father commanded before he died, saying, 17 So shall you say to Joseph: Forgive (take up and away all resentment and all claim to requital concerning), I pray you now, the trespass of your brothers and their sin, for they did evil to you. Now, we pray you, forgive the trespass of the servants of your father’s God. And Joseph wept when they spoke thus to him. 18 Then his brothers went and fell down before him, saying, See, we are your servants (your slaves)! 19 And Joseph said to them, Fear not; for am I in the place of God? [Vengeance is His, not mine.] 20 As for you, you thought evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring about that many people should be kept alive, as they are this day. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid. I will provide for and support you and your little ones. And he comforted them [imparting cheer, hope, strength] and spoke to their hearts [kindly]. 

· They were still trying to manipulate their circumstance through human endeavour instead of getting to Know who God Is and who they were!

· But God:  Adds a prophetic dimension to Jospehs giftings where he declares the promises of God in a tangible way. Although he knew that as good as Egypt was for his entire family – He knew that their ULTIMATE Inheritance was elsewhere – so he Prophesied that GOD would uphold his promises to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob – and take the family out of Egypt BACK to The Promised Land of Canaan. He believed it so much so - that he made them swear an oath – to take back his bones with them when they left. 

· He didn’t do as his Father Did – and be buried in the family plot straight away – But SET UP a Legacy (His Body – his bones) that would remain until GOD FULFILLED HIS PROMISES TO THEM.

The Bible records in Hebrews 11:22 (NLT)  “It was by faith that Joseph, when he was about to die, said confidently that the people of Israel would leave Egypt. He even commanded them to take his bones with them when they left.” 

· Joseph Knew Who He was – and he also knew who God was! He knew that he was God’s leader to provide for his family, and for the family to come in future years
· Do you Know who you are? Do you know who God Is? What will you do with the plans and purposes that God has for your life?

Let us Pray!
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